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MIRAGE. 
Webster, Dag countmy, Dit,kota : it lniraga apge:ired at slm- 

rise on the 45trh, pla,inly sliowiug the town of Rristol, eleven 
miles west of Webster. 

Mirage was also observed at, 'J!ra\*erse City, Mid~igiiti, cru 
the Both, ilmlid fit, Hditiit.: I ~ I H ~ ~ s ,  0 1 1  the 3ht .  

BI ISC!ELLANEOUS PHENORIENA. 
SUNSETS. 

The charncterist.ics of the sky, as iticlicntirt! I-if thir or foul 
weather for the sncceeding twen t,y-fbnr Iioiirs, I i a ~  beeu ob- 
served at  all f3ipaml Servicc? st,ations. Reliorts from one hiiu- 
(Ired and fift,yv-u11ie StittiiJtls S ~ \ T  4.891 OlWerWt.iO11s t.0 hii\.e 
been macle, of which f ire were repiorteil cloiibtfiil ; of t,lie re- 
mainder: 4,886, there were 3,995, or 81.Y per ceut.., follower1 hg 
the espected weather. 

SVTN SPOTS. 
Professor h r i d  P. Todd, director of the L:iwrenc.e Obser- 

va.tory, Amherst, ~IitsSil,cIinaett,s, fiiriii shes t.lie f~llo\v ing record 
of sun spots for July, 1884 : 
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that the sheep aut1 cattle raising interests in the western part 
of TCSRS, are siifftriug from the effect ofthe 1~rolougril tlrought. 
The streams on tlie American side of the Rio Graurle river :ire 
reported to he dry. 

Dodge City, RitiISiiS, 17th: tlrot1ght hi1S caused itijiiry to the 
crops in this part of' tlie state. 

All through southern Ohio and Indiana and nort.hcrn Kentucky the wagoil 
roads are covered with dust.. Wheat is all harvested and the most. of it has 
IJeen threshed. The dry weather has Iieen fa\.orable for harvesting and 
thrediiiig. Early sown oats have escalied injury, bnt the litte sown are suf- 
feriiig. Hay, which the ritins of t.lie spring ~nonths and of .June set so thick 
on the ground, has liad its groyth checkril 1)y the ,TiiIy rlroopl~t. Corn is the 
ge:itest siiffercr of a111 tlir gratttis. 111 a few fields of low, irrigated IJottom 
lands tlir ccjrii looks vigorons and thrifty, lint everywhere else, in  upland 
a1111 I~ ,whnd,  the outlook is iilreaily discui1r:tgiiig a ld  is growing miire so 
every r h j - .  Corn. in Inrids that U S I I R ~ ~ S  yield fronl forty-five to seventy-five 
I~ti~hels 1icr acre, is iinw not niore than three or four feet high and i n  full 
tassel. Should seasonnble weather set. in  nnrl continne from this t.ime for- 
wa1-11, sitch ecirii inig11t.yielil tliree-fourths of the average crop. On the other 
hanil. if the present drought shotild continue eight. or ten days longer no 
clianpe ot' sea.~.i~n for the lietter aftrrwrtrd could save the crop. One-half of 
i t  W I ~ I I I I  s carc~ly  IJC. wi.1rt11 c.utt.iiig tbr fodder, :tnd the other half would aver- 
nge itot iiiore th:tii IC t.liirr1 of the nsusl yield. Most. of the few showers.that 
h R v ~  fnlltw since the first of this molith h s v ~  liecii within a few miles of the 
(:)hie river, ns \vas that of yesterday. Purt.Iier north, in  Oliio and Indiana. 
  nil fiirthrr south, in  l<entucliy, the drortglrt has been unmitigated. Potatoes 
a i d  g:rrilen stnK have been seriously chccketl in their growth. To taggrnvate 
the situation, the common meadow grasshiippers haw increased in a few 
sniall areas in  the most seriouslx pnrclierl regions, where they have invaded 
gardens and vineyards and cut. ilowii evcrytliing before them. The large 
st.re:inis hare shrunken to rivulets at~d the I ~ o o k s  niid niarshy lands are dry- 
ing 1111. entlnngering the existence of live stock. Sparks from locomotives 
tire the (lend g r : ~  along the railways. A good rain, spreading over n wide 
stretch CJf ciiulitry, within three or fonr days, would be worth millions of dol- 
lars to this 1Jwt of the Uhio valley, rtnd the contitiuauce of good, Season~lJk 
weat.her un t i l  the 1st of Bqitrniber, wo~~ld  he worth iiiillions of dollars more. 

CIICISSATI, Ohio, Ju7y 5-Rain  fell a t  Inrlianapolis and in the I ~ l t  east- 
wan1 t h r i q l i  central Ohio a d  far as IVhec~linp last night, but none fell here nnd 
in nouthrrn Ohio. A report. t'roni Yoiitigstown says the drought has causrd 
consiileralile loss to farmers. Those along the ririlroads watch night and 
~lny to prrvent. tire. -4 Germniltown, Butlw county, special says that 
region is scourged with t.he severest. dri.iught fiw years. The t.ol)acco crop is 
very nincli injured and corn threateueil. The crops of wheat, oats, and hay 
are uniisnnlly fine. 

Liinoiister, Pairfield connt,g. Ohio : daring the night! of t,lie 
S-j-i'jtli iiii abli11tlilIlt rniti f i l l  Iivre, which Wi1K the first pre- 
c!ipit:itioii of atig wiiserpiici bliat liitil occurred since t,lie 4t.h. 
The cwn,  wliich Irnd beeu lookiiip well, beg~u to slrrirel np 
i i u t l  miing fii.t.111erS were it,ppreliensi\-e t.hat tlie (11Iidity ~ 0 1 i l d  
lje inferior. The raiiithll nbove-nrenbioiierl has pliwed tlie 
crop I.re~i:riiil da.iiger, mil iUi uuprecetleuteil yield is uow 
pri~mi iseil. 

W;tpa,koneta, iIi1glitine coiiuty, Ohio: prior to the aboudaut 
rains of the B5t.li t,lie mq)~, esiwcially the cr.orii and potatoes, 


